Dear XXXXXX,
Second options exercise for the special modified scheme – New entitlements
We are writing to inform you of important changes to the Firefighters’ Pension Scheme (England) 2006  that may affect your pension benefits.
The Firefighters’ Pension Scheme (England) (Amendment) Order 2026 has introduced new entitlements for certain special members of the Firefighters’ Pension Scheme 2006. These changes provide additional options to improve pension benefits and rectify previous service positions.
What has changed?
The Amendment Order introduces the following new entitlements:
1. Conversion of standard service to special modified service
Deferred members and certain pensioner members of the 2006 Scheme may now be entitled to convert eligible standard to special modified service for service up to 31 March 2015, subject to the scheme regulations. The conversion of service would require the payment of additional contributions to take account of the higher contribution rate in the special modified scheme. 
This may result in enhanced pension benefits and, in certain cases, a revised date the pension is payable.
2. Purchase of opted-out retained service
Retained firefighters who opted out of the Firefighters’ Pension Scheme 2006 before 1 April 2015 may now be entitled to purchase this period within the special modified scheme, up to 31 March 2015. Any purchase will be subject to the repayment of contributions and the conditions set out in the scheme regulations.
This may result in enhanced pension benefits and, in certain cases, a revised date the pension is payable.

3. Payment of missing contributions from the first options exercise
Members who elected to join the special modified scheme in the first options exercise in 2014/15 and pay contributions in monthly instalments but ceased making these payments before the full balance was paid, will now have the opportunity to pay the outstanding contributions. If you were to elect to pay the outstanding contributions, the service concerned would count in full as special modified service for pension purposes, in accordance with the amended regulations.
This may result in enhanced pension benefits and, in certain cases, a revised date the pension is payable.

What do you need to do?
[WORDING TO BE USED IF FRAS ARE NOT ABLE TO IDENTIFY THOSE MEMBERS AFFECTED BY CONVERSION OR OPT OUTS:
*[If you believe you may be eligible for any of the above entitlements, we recommend that you:
· Review your pension service history and previous scheme elections as you will be asked to provide this information if you wish to apply for a statement of the service you can purchase and the contributions due. 
· Contact your Fire Authority using the expression of interest form provided to request a statement of the service you can purchase/convert and the contributions you will owe.
· Submit the provided expression of interest as soon as possible, but:
· no later than 6 months after the date of this letter if you are interested in purchasing opted out service, or,
· no later than 3 months after the date of this letter if you are interested in converting your standard service to special service. 
· And in all cases no later than 1 April 2027]

WORDING TO BE USED WHERE FRA CAN IDENTIFY MEMBERS AFFECTED BY CONVERSION/OPT OUTS AND WISH TO TARGET THEIR COMMUNICATIONS [According to our records you may now be eligible to convert your standard 2006 service to special service / purchase opted-out retained service prior to 1 April 2015 / pay for missing contributions as you ceased paying monthly instalments after electing to join the special modified scheme in 2014/15.  
[If you would like a revised statement outlining the service you can purchase/convert and the contributions you will owe, please complete the provided expression of interest form and return this as soon as possible, but [no later than 6 months after the date of this letter (opt-outs)] [no later than 3 months after the date of this letter (conversions), and in all cases no later than 1 April 2027]
Please note that eligibility, costs, and the impact on benefits will depend on individual circumstances and the applicable scheme regulations.

Further information
THIS WORDING WILL BE CONDITIONAL ON THE WORDING ABOVE
On application, we will provide you with a statement of the service you can purchase along with the contributions and interest due. We will also provide further guidance, including timescales and the process you need to follow if you wish to go ahead with an election to purchase this service/convert your service.

You may also wish to seek independent financial advice before making any changes affecting your pension benefits.
If you have any questions or would like to discuss your position, please contact us.
Yours sincerely,
[Name]
[Job Title]
[FRA]

